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his mother's arms, shedding profuse tears over her; she
tittered, and offered him her cheek with obvious dislike.

For some time Benjamin D'Israeli cherished some small
hope, but when he knew the subject of the great poem on
which his son was working, to wit, "Against Commerce, which
is the Corruption of Mankind" he abandoned the idea of finding
him employment in his business, and decided to allow him
to live according to his own tastes.

Thereupon Isaac D1 Israeli adopted a mode of life which
went on unchanged until his dying day.   He spent his days
in the Reading Room of the British Museum, a delicious
spot where, in those days, never more than five or six
readers were to be seen. There he covered with notes the
sheets of paper with which his pockets were always stuffed.
In the beginning the goal of this labour was the writing of a
History of English Literature.   But all at once D'Israeli
found himself overwhelmed by a rising tide of paper slips,
and resigned himself to the humble but diverting function
of a compiler.  Under the title of Curiosities oj Literature, he
published a collection of anecdotes which enjoyed great
success and decided his career.  At the age of thirty-five he
married a gentle and simple-hearted woman, belonging like
himself to an Italian-Jewish family.  He asked nothing more
than to love her faithfully provided that she took all domestic
concerns from his shoulders, and allowed him to devote
his life to reading and taking notes.  As it turned out, this
arrangement was agreeable to the woman of his choice, and
thenceforth the life of Isaac D'Israeli was ordered in accord-
ance with an inflexible programme. After breakfast he went
into his library and remained closeted there until luncheon,
reading and taking notes.   After luncheon, he went to the
British Museum, read and took notes.  On his way back he
stopped at all the booksellers he passed, returned home
laden with books, took his tea, and shut himself up until